Pacific photographic collections in the Pacific Research Archives,
Australian National University

By Karina Taylor, Pacific Archivist,
Pacific Research Archives, Australian National University

This paper was presented at a session called “Resofor Pacific History: recognition
and access” at the Pacific History Association @aarice held at the University of South
Pacific, Suva, Fiji on 12 December 2008.

* k k k %k

Good afternoon, I'm Karina Taylor the Pacific Areist for the Pacific Research
Archives or PRA at the Australian National Univéysir the ANU.

The PRA was established at the ANU in February 2@@rare based in the ANU
Archives Program. As such the PRA incorporatedthafic collections held in the Noel
Butlin Archives Centre and the ANU Archives.

Within the Noel Butlin there are the company papénsvo big players in the Pacific, the
Colonial Sugar Refining Company Limited — CSR amel $hipping company Burns
Philp.

The primary function of the PRA is to collect tlesearch papers of the Pacific scholars
in the Pacific. Currently we have received a smathber of collections with
photographs included in them.

Today | will give you an overview of the photographithin these collections and show
you some examples from these wonderful collections.

| will then discuss our processes of describingtpii@phs, providing access to them and
discuss a mystery collection which raises somees$or these processes.

The Colonial Sugar Refining Company Limited or C@w sugar, pineapples and
operated sugar mills in the Pacific, particularyFiji. Their impact here in Fiji on all
aspects of life is reflected in the large photogrepnaterial within the collection.

CSR were the main drivers behind bringing Indidrolaers to Fiji to work in the fields,
and mills; (photo) They employed and leased faoich the Fijians (photo); they
established infrastructure including railways anddpes (photo) needed to transport the
cane.

The collection provides a record of many eventsnduthe 90 years CSR operated in Fiji.
Including natural disasters (photo), agricultutabws (photos) and....



Earlier this year | curated an exhibition on CSHipnfor the annual Asia-Pacific week
at the ANU. We digitised all the material usedha exhibition and | am now working
with the IT people to create an online exhibition

Burns Philp ran shipping, tourism and supply stohesughout the Pacific, particularly in
Papua New Guinea and the Solomon Islands. The giagib collection includes,
individual photographs and albums of the plantajdhe workers, the shops and for
people with an interest in shipping in the Paciithere is a very extensive photographic
record of the ships owned by the company.

Also within the Burns Philp magazine is a greatemion of articles and photographs,
from around the Pacific, some which are from thiéiection. Like the CSR collection the
Burns Philp photograph collection provides a vigeabrd of the Company’s impact on
the Islands it was involved in.

At the PRA we work with photographs in the same meauthe rest of the ANU Archives
Program does. Photographs are described as padadection and housed in archival
photograph albums. We digitise on demand and actgjpal photographs into the
collection. Any digital material is stored in thimiversity’s digital repository "D-Space’.
Each digital photograph is described with metadata.

If there are no restrictions on the collection ph@to can be put up on Picture Australia
which increases search ability and access. Peaplalso order copies of photos via
Picture Australia.

The issue | wanted to raise regarding photograpldsiplicates, ownership and
description. Earlier this year the PRA receiveshsdransfers from the Pacific and Asian
History records room.

Within these transfers were some further Jim Dandsapers and over 200 black and
white photographs of the Pacific. | thought | laida treasure trove!

The photographs had been bundled together in goeeladdressed to Jim Davidson and
Raymond Firth at the Admiralty Scot Polar Resednslitute, Lensfield Road,
Cambridge.

From the markings on the backs of the photos I¢ttll that they had been measured up
for a publication. This is when institutional kniedge is invaluable, Niel Gunson was
able to tell me the photographs were collectedHer4 volume publication "Pacific
Islands’, commissioned by the Naval Intelligenceigain of Great Britain, which was
edited by Davidson and Raymond Firth. Since thekbdnad been published in 1945,
which means it's out of copyright | still was pretileased the collection.

So | started writing the metadata for each ph@&ome were easy because | was able to
find them in the volumes and use the caption. @Bthwas able to describe because a



description had been written on the back. It widb these | tried to find out more
information about the scene or island group.

Using the handy search tool “google” | discoverezhgnof these photographs were part
of collections held elsewhere like from the Frankley collection at the National
Library of Australia, from the Von Hugel collecti@t the Cambridge Museum of
Archaeology and Ethnography and the E. Christogmecsllection at the Bishop
Museum in Hawai'i. This one was easy to identifyare it came from — being a
postcard with the photographer Beattie identifiadlee back.

This raised a lot of questions for me — does thA Rfally have “ownership” over these
photos considering the originals are in other fngtins? Do we have the “right” to
digitise and sell copies of these photos to rebeas® Who should the researcher
reference if they want to use the image in angplsdfication?

Now usually this wouldn’t be such a problem, masbhks provide references to all
images used in them but the volumes did not.hHdn’t done further searching |
wouldn’t have discovered this. | am not an exparbwnership or copyright issues but |
imagine this would cause a bit of a problem!

| would like to finish now with raises these issa@sl maybe it will enable some
discussion about these questions. Please fedidfl@eo ask me about the other
photograph collections from the PRA that | havecdbed today.

Thank you.
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