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1. Personal details 
Retired since 1 January 2008. 

Emeritus Professor and Visiting Fellow  
Department of Linguistics 
Division of Society and Environment 
Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies 
The Australian National University 
CANBERRA ACT 0200 

Telephone: (02) 6125 3147 
E-mail: Malcolm.Ross@anu.edu.au 

 

Last position, 2004–2007 
Professor, Department of Linguistics, Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, The Australian 

National University 

Birth, citizenship, marriage 

Born: London, U.K.,  3 May 1942 
Citizenship: Australian and British 
Family: Married, with two adult children 

Academic qualifications 

1963 B.A. (Honours) in English University of Bristol 
1964 Certificate in Education University of Bristol 
1973 M.Litt. (Ed.) University of Bristol 
1981 Certificate in the Teaching of a Second Language  Massey University 
1987 Ph.D. in Linguistics The Australian National University 

Awards, honours etc 

1996 Elected a Fellow of the Australian Academy of the Humanities. 

2003 Centenary Medal (for services to Australian society and the humanities in the study of 
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linguistics). 

2008 Entered on the Emeritus roll of the Australian National University. 

2009 Hermann and Klara H. Collitz Chair at the 2009 Summer Institute of the Linguistic Society of 
America at the University of Califormia at Berkeley. 

PhD thesis title 

‘Proto Oceanic and the Austronesian languages of western Melanesia’ 

Main research interests in brief: 
Reconstructing the prehistory of the Austronesian and Papuan languages and the implications of 

this reconstruction for the prehistory and culture history of Pacific peoples. 
The theory of language change, and the methodology of linguistic reconstruction. 
The study of contact-induced language change and the diachronic fate of grammatical 

constructions under contact and non-contact conditions. 

Previous appointments 

1964-65 Teacher of English, Sprachenschule der Stadt München (City of Munich Language School, 
training translators and interpreters). 

1964-65 Free-lance translator for various periodicals based in Munich. 

1965-70 Teacher of English (and a little Russian), Filton High School, Glouchestershire, U.K., 
progressing up the promotional ladder. 

1970-72 Director of Studies, Filton High School (with 1400 students), with overall responsibility for 
the school’s curriculum, the provision of elective subjects, and students’ choice of electives. 

1973-74 Curriculum Development Officer (English), Kerevat Senior (now National) High School, 
Papua New Guinea (foundation senior subject master, running the English department and 
establishing courses and materials). 

1975-79 Lecturer, Level 2 (the higher of two levels), in Language Studies, Goroka Teachers’ College, 
University of Papua New Guinea. 

1980 Acting Principal, Goroka Teachers’ College,  University of Papua New Guinea. 

1981-82 Principal, Goroka Teachers’ College, University of Papua New Guinea, at the level of 
Professor. 

1982-86 (Ph.D. studies) 

1986-87 Research Assistant, Linguistics, Research School of Pacific Studies, The Australian National 
University. 

1987-92 Research Fellow in Linguistics,  Research School of Pacific Studies, The Australian National 
University. 
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1992-93 Senior Research Fellow in Linguistics,  Research School of Pacific Studies, The Australian 
National University. 

1993-95 Fellow in Linguistics,  Research School of Pacific Studies, The Australian National 
University. 

1995-2003 Senior Fellow in Linguistics,  Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, The Australian 
National University. 

2004–07 Professor of Linguistics,  Research School of Pacific and Asian Studies, The Australian 
National University. 

Short research and teaching appointments 

1993 (April-July) Visiting Professor, Level C3, for the Summer semester in the South-East Asian 
Studies section of the Institute of Oriental and East Asian Phililogies, J.W. Goethe University, 
Frankfurt/Main, Germany. 

1998-99 (Nov-March) Visiting Professor, Level C4, for the Winter semester in the South-East Asian 
Studies section of the Institute of Oriental and East Asian Phililogies, J.W. Goethe University, 
Frankfurt/Main, Germany. 

2002 (June-Sept) Guest Scientist, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig, 
Germany. 

2003 (15 Sept–15 Dec) Visiting Professor, Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica, Nangang, 
Taipei, Taiwan. 

2005 (April–June) Christensen Fellow for Trinity Term, St Catherine’s College, University of 
Oxford. 

2008-09 (15 Sept–15 Jan) Visiting Professor, in the Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica, Nangang, 
Taipei, in the Graduate Institute of Linguistics, National Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu, and 
in the Graduate Institute of Linguistics, National Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan. 

2009 (June–August) Hermann and Klara H. Collitz Professor at the 2009 Summer Institute of the 
Linguistic Society of America at the University of Califormia at Berkeley. 

 

2. Teaching and supervision of students 

2.1  Supervision of doctoral and other students 

(Ph.D. scholars in Department of Linguistics, RSPAS, unless otherwise indicated) 

1991 Robert Bugenhagen, A functional grammar of Mangap-Mbula 

1992 Bryan Ezard, Tawala grammar: a descriptive-functional approach (Department of 
Linguistics, Faculty of Arts) 

1992 Charles Grimes, A grammar of Buru, eastern Indonesia 
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1992 Ian Loom (Graduate Diploma in Adult Education, University of Canberra) 

1993 Deborah Hill, A grammar of Longgu, Guadalcanal  (Department of Linguistics, Faculty of 
Arts) 

1995 Bethwyn Evans, Reconstructing object markers in Oceanic languages  (BA Hons. thesis, 
Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts) 

1996 Robert Early, A description of the Lewo language, Epi Island, Vanuatu. 

1996 Mark Donohue, A grammar of Tukang Besi  (Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts,) 

1997 Adrian Clynes, Topics in Balinese grammar. 

1997 Dorothy Jauncey, A description of Malo, Vanuatu  (Department of Linguistics, Faculty of 
Arts) (supervisor) 

1998 Catharina van Klinken, A grammar of the Tetun language, Timor (chair) 

1999 Jeffrey Marck, Topics in Polynesian language and culture history (supervisor) 

1999 Catriona Hyslop,  A description of Ambae, Vanuatu  (supervisor) 

2000 Angela Terrill, A grammar of Lavukaleve, Solomon Islands (chair) 

2000 Eleanor Kettle, A description of the verb phrase in Ganoqa. an Austronesian language of 
the Solomon Islands (BA Hons. thesis, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts) 

2001 Kazuko Obata, The Bilua language of Vella Lavella, Solomon Islands  (chair) (Department 
of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts) 

2002 Bethwyn Evans, Reconstructing Proto Oceanic verbal morphology (chair) 

2003 Louise Baird, The Kéo language of Flores, Indonesia (supervisor) 

2005 Roberta Ruffolo, A Grammar of Ibaloy, a Philippines Language (chair) 

2006 Apoi Yarapea,  Morphosyntax and discourse of the Kewa Language of PNG (supervisor) 

2006 Anna Hsiou-chuan Chang, A reference grammar of Paiwan, Southern Taiwan (chair) 

2006 Matthew Toulmin, A reconstructed history of the ‘Kamata’ or ‘Rajbanshi’ language and 
dialects (School of Language Studies, Faculty of Arts) (supervisor) 

2007 Stacy Teng,  A reference grammar of Puyuma, Taiwan (chair) 

2008 Carol Priestley,  Topics in the grammar and semantics of Koromu, PNG (supervisor) 

2008 Lila San Roque, A reference grammar of the Duna language, PNG (advisor) 

2008 Michinori Shimoji, A grammar of Irabu Ryukyuan, a Southern Ryukyuan language of the 
Japonic family  (chair) 

In progress Tatsuya Yanagida,  A grammar of Ata, a Papuan Language of New Britain (supervisor) 

In progress Douglas  Marmion,  A grammar of Wutung, PNG (supervisor) 
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In progress Ralph Lawton, Topics in Kiriwinan lexicography (supervisor) 

In progress Bevan Barrett, Reconstructing the history of the Kainantu-Goroka family of Trans-New 
Guinea languages (chair) 

In progress Jacinta Smallhorn, Reconstructing the history of the Binandere family (chair) 

In progress Thy Tan Lan Nguyen,  Contact-induced change among Vietnamese speakers in Sydney  
(Faculty of Asian Studies) (supervisor) 

 

2.2  Courses  taught at The ANU and in Australia 

1989 (second semester) Taught the course on Austronesian Linguistics by invitation of the 
Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, A.N.U. 

1991 (second semester) Contributed lectures to course on Austronesian Linguistics by invitation of 
Dr Ulrike Mosel, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, A.N.U. 

1992 (July) Taught a course (with Prof. Andrew Pawley) on Pacific Languages at the Australian 
Linguistic Institute, University of Sydney. 

1995 (second semester) Contributed lectures to course on Austronesian Linguistics by invitation of 
Dr Deborah Hill, Department of Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, A.N.U. 

1996 (July) Taught a course on Austronesian Languages and Linguistics at the Australian Linguistic 
Institute, A.N.U. 

1997 (second semester) Coordinated course on Austronesian linguistics for the Department of 
Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, A.N.U., and taught about half the course. 

1999 (second semester) Coordinated course on Austronesian Linguistics for the Department of 
Linguistics, Faculty of Arts, A.N.U., and taught about a third of the course. 

2005 (second semester) Taught course on Papuan Linguistics for the School of Language Studies, 
Faculty of Arts, A.N.U.; taught about half the course (with Andrew Pawley). 

 

2.3  Courses taught overseas 

1988 Led a three-week research workshop at Alotau, Papua New Guinea, for members of the Papua 
New Guinea branch of the Summer Institute of Linguistics (by invitation). 

1993 (April-July) Taught a course on Austronesian Linguistics (in German) with Dr Alexander 
Adelaar in the South-East Asian Studies section of the Institute of Oriental and East Asian 
Philologies, J.W. Goethe University, Frankfurt/Main, Germany (part of Visiting 
Professorship). 

1997 (July-August) Visiting Professor, Summer Institute of the Linguistic Society of America at 
Cornell University. Taught a course on Austronesian Linguistics with Professor John Wolff, 
Cornell University. 
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1998-99 (Nov-March) Taught a course on Oceanic Linguistics in the South-East Asian Studies section 
of the Institute of Oriental and East Asian Philologies, J.W. Goethe University, 
Frankfurt/Main, Germany (part of Visiting Professorship). 

1999 (February) Taught intensive course (equivalent to one semester) on Oceanic languages in the 
Department of General and Comparative Linguistics, Christian Albrecht University, Kiel, 
Germany (part of Visiting Professorship). 

2002 (July) Visiting Professor, Summer Camp of the Linguistic Society of Taiwan at the National 
Taiwan Normal University. Taught a course on Austronesian and Oceanic Linguistics. 

2003 (Oct-Nov) Taught a 21-hour course entitled ‘Takia, a papuanised Oceanic language of Papua 
New Guinea’ in the Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica, Nangang, Taipei, Taiwan (part 
of Visiting Professorship). 

2006 (Aug-Sept) Visiting lecturer, German Linguistic Society and GLOW Summer School, 
University of Stuttgart. Taught a course on Austronesian linguistics. 

2008-09 (winter semester) Taught course ‘Topics in the history of Pacific languages’ in the Graduate 
Institutes of Linguistics at the National Tsing Hua University, Hsinchu, and the National 
Taiwan University, Taipei, Taiwan. 

2009 (June–August) Hermann and Klara H. Collitz Professor at the 2009 Summer Institute of the 
Linguistic Society of America at the University of Califormia at Berkeley, teaching a course 
entitled ‘Austronesian and Papuan historical linguistics’ 

 

3. Scholarship and research 

See also ‘Short research appointments’ under §1 and ‘Publications’ under §6. 

3.1  Main research interests: 
a) reconstructing the historical development and internal relationships of the Austronesian 

languages—especially those of Oceania—and their implications for the prehistory and 
culture history of Austronesian speaking peoples; 

b) reconstructing the prehistory of the various groups of Papuan languages (i.e. non-
Austronesian languages spoken on the island of New Guinea and the surrounding area) and 
the implications thereof for the prehistory of the region; 

c) the theory of language change, and its role in improving our ability to reconstruct linguistic 
prehistory and to intepret the relationship of that linguistic prehistory to archaeological and 
ethnographic findings; 

d) the study of grammatical change induced by contact with neighbouring languages, and its 
implications for the detection of prehistoric relationships between speaker groups and for 
general linguistic theory; 

e) the diachronic fate of grammatical constructions. 
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3.2  Ongoing projects: 

Proto Oceanic Language, culture and environment: Foundations of the Austronesian settlement of the 
Pacific, co-directed with Professor Andrew Pawley since 1992. The primary aim of this project is to 
publish a dictionary of Proto Oceanic, arranged by terminologies each covering a semantic field. The 
project was financed by the Research School of Pacific Studies, and included a specially funded Research 
Assistant to collate data. From 2003–05 it is funded by the Australian Research Council. 

Papuan Linguistics Project, co-directed with Professors Andrew Pawley and William Foley (University of 
Sydney). since 1994. The aim of this project is to reconstruct the prehistory of Papuan languages of New 
Guinea and nearby islands. Partially funded by the Australian Research Council 1994–1999. 

3.3 Research grants: 

2000-02 (Associate Investigator. Chief Investigator: Prof Alexandra Aikhenvald, The Australian National 
University): Language contact and the typology of borrowing. (Australian Research Council Large 
Research Grant ID A00001356). 
 
2001-2003 (Principal Investigator. Chief Investigator: Prof William Foley, University of Sydney): Papuan 
descriptive and comparative linguistics. (Australian Research Council Discovery Grant ID A00105091). 
 
2003-05 (Chief Investigator with Prof Andrew Pawley, The Australian National University): Proto 
Oceanic Language, culture and environment: Foundations of the Austronesian settlement of the Pacific. 
(Australian Research Council Discovery Grant ID DP0343678) 2003: A$88,997, 2004: A$92,066, 2005: 
A$95,135. 
 
2003 (Associate Investigator. Initiative Coordinator: Dr Nicolas Thieberger, University of Melbourne): 
Digital Endangered Cultural Materials Network: Working group on digital research methodologies for 
endangered ethnographic material of the Asia-Pacific region (Australian Research Council Special 
Research Initiatives Grant ID SR0354738). 
 
2004 (Associate Investigator. Chief Investigator: Prof Allan J Marrett, University of Sydney): Digital 
archiving equipment for PARADISEC research archive of Asia-Pacific region audio recordings. 
(Australian Research Council Linkage – Infrastructure, Equipment and Facilities Grant ID LE0453247). 
 
2006-08 (Chief Investigator with Prof Andrew Pawley, The Australian National University): Proto 
Oceanic Language, people and society: Foundations of the Austronesian settlement of the Pacific. 
(Australian Research Council Discovery Grant ID DP0663170)  
. 
2006-08 (Chief Investigator with Dr Angela Terrill, Radboud University, Nijmegen) 
Languages in Deep Time: the Papuan languages of Island Melanesia and their wider relationships. 
(Australian Research Council Discovery Grant ID DP0558438). Terminated due to circumstances 
associated with my co-investigators. 
 

3.4  Lectures by invitation etc: 
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1977-78 Study leave in the English Language Research Centre of the University of Birmingham, U.K., 
under the supervision of Professor John Sinclair.  

1976-82 Collection and analysis of data in Austronesian languages of Papua New Guinea, initially from 
the Sepik and Madang Provinces, with a view to ascertaining something of their prehistory in 
order to help fill a gap in the curricula of Papua New Guinea's upper secondary and tertiary 
institutions. 

1989 Liaison and lecture tour in Switzerland, West Germany, and the Netherlands (lectures by 
invitation at the universities of Zürich, Basel, Bern, Munich, Frankfurt, Essen, Cologne, 
Dortmund, Duisburg, Kiel, Göttingen, Hamburg and Leiden).. 

1991 (September) Participation by invitation in the Symposium on Descriptive Austronesian and 
Papuan Linguistics, University of Leiden, The Netherlands. 

1992 (December) Participation by invitation in the International Symposium on Austronesian 
Studies Relating to Taiwan (ISASRT), Academia Sinica, Taipei. 

1993 (May) Two lectures by invitation of the ‘Oceania Group’ at the Institute of Linguistics, 
University of Oslo, Norway. 

1993 (June) Lecture by invitation in the Department of Indonesian and South Sea Languages, 
University of Hamburg, Germany (in German). 

1993 (July) Lecture by invitation at the Seminar for Language Methodology of Wycliff Bible 
Translators, Holzhausen, Germany (in German). 

1996 (July) Lecture by invitation at the Workshop on Historical Linguistics at the Australian 
Linguistic Institute, A.N.U. 

1996 (September) Contributed a lecture to course on Language in Asia by invitation of Dr Anthony 
Backhouse, Faculty of Asian Studies, A.N.U. 

1998 (July) Invited speaker, Symposium on Language Contact, Research Centre for Linguistic 
Typology, The Australian National University. 

1999 (January) Lecture by invitation at the Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, 
Leipzig. 

1999 (March) Lecture by invitation, Oxford University, U.K. 

1999 (September) Keynote speaker at the Australian Linguistic Society conference, Perth. 

2000 (November) Speaker at Symposium on Papuan Pasts, The Australian National University. 

2001 (December) Lectures by invitation at National Chung Cheng University, Chia-yi, and National 
Taiwan Normal University, Taipei. 

2001 (December) Keynote speaker, Second International Symposium on Austronesian Studies 
Relating to Taiwan (ISART2), Academia Sinica, Taipei. 

2002 (April) Invited speaker, Oxford–Kobe Symposium on Language Change and Historical 
Linguistics, Kobe Institute of St Catherine’s College Oxford, Kobe, Japan. 
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2002 (April–May–June) Talks by invitation at Manchester and Oxford Universities; Max Planck 
Institute for Psycholinguistics, Nijmegen; and LACITO, CNRS, Paris; Universities of Kiel and 
Konstanz. 

2003 (July) Invited speaker, Second Loanword Typology Workshop, Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. 

2003 (15 Sept–5 Dec) Lectures by invitation at National Chung Cheng University, Chia-yi, at 
National Taiwan University, Taipei, and at National Cheng Chi University, Mucha, Taipei, 
Taiwan. 

2004 (June) Invited speaker, Symposium, Human migrations in continental East Asia and Taiwan, 
University of Geneva. 

2004 (June) Invited speaker, Symposium,  The Asian Fore Arc Project: Results and prospects from 
the Philippines and Taiwan, The Australian National University. 

2004 (November) Keynote speaker, Ninth International Symposium on Chinese Languages and 
Linguistics, National Taiwan University, Taipei. 

2004 (December) Invited speaker. Fourth Symposium on Tone. Tokyo University of Foreign 
Studies. 

2005 (May) Keynote speaker, First conference of the UK Austronesian Research Group on 
Austronesian languages and linguistics, St Catherine’s College, University of Oxford. 

2005 (June) Invited speaker, Fifth Loanword Typology Workshop, Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. 

2005 (June) Keynote speaker, Oceania Project symposium, Ethnographic Museum, University of 
Oslo. 

2006 (May) Invited speaker, Oxford–Kobe Symposium on Language Endangerment, Kobe Institute 
of St Catherine’s College Oxford, Kobe, Japan. 

2006 (August) Invited speaker, Workshop on Hunter/Gatherer Languages, Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. 

2006 (August) Invited speaker, Loanword Typology Workshop, Max Planck Institute for 
Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. 

2007 (May) Invited speaker, Symposium ‘Language Contact and the Dynamics of Language: 
Theory and Implications’, Max Planck Institute for Evolutionary Anthropology, Leipzig. 

2007 (September) Public lecture by invitation at the Free University, Berlin Asia Week. 

2007 (September) Keynote speaker, Third conference of the UK Austronesian Research Group on 
Austronesian languages and linguistics, School of Oriental and African Studies, University of 
London. 

2009 (August) Hermann and Klara H. Collitz Lecture in Histroical Linguistics at the 2009 Summer 
Institute of the Linguistic Society of America at the University of Califormia at Berkeley. 
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4. Administration 
4.1  Before arrival at The ANU 

1975 Member of the Academic Board of the University of Papua New Guinea. 

1975-76 Chairman, Department of Language Studies, Goroka Teachers’ College, University of Papua 
New Guinea. 

1979 (for two periods of six weeks) Acting Deputy Principal, Goroka Teachers’ College, University 
of Papua New Guinea 

1979-82 Member, Professorial Appointments Committee, University of Papua New Guinea; from 1980, 
example officio  member of this and sundry other committees and working parties of the 
University Council and Academic Board of UPNG. 

1980-82 Member of the University Council of the University of Papua New Guinea. 

1981-82 Principal, Goroka Teachers’ College, University of Papua New Guinea, at the level of 
Professor in UPNG and serving as the Vice-Chancellor's delegate on the Goroka campus, with 
overall responsibility for all aspects of the campus and its acitivities. 

4.2  At The ANU 

1983-85 As a PhD scholar in the Department of Linguistics, RSPacS, I provided occasional assistance 
in various ways, particularly in the writing of computer programmes for dictionary-making, 
two outputs of which became published dictionaries. 

1983-88 Editorial Adviser, Pacific Linguistics. 

1988- Member of the editorial board, Pacific Linguistics. 

1996-2002 Divisional representative, Humanities Library Advisory Committee, ANU Library. 

1996-99 Divisional representative, Schoool Information Technology Committe, Research School of 
Pacific and Asian Studies, ANU. 

1997- Co-Managing Editor, Pacific Linguistics. 

1995-2005 Acting Head of Department of Linguistics RSPAS on sundry occasions; longest period was 
eight months in 2001. 

2000-2001 Member, planning committee to establish the Centre for Research on Language Change. 

2001-2002 Interim Director, Centre for Research on Language Change. 

2002-2006 Deputy Director, Centre for Research on Language Change. 

2006-2008 Member of Management Committee, Centre for Research on Language Change. 

 

5. Community and outreach activities 
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5.1  Before arrival at The ANU 

1973-74 Member of the Senior High School English Syllabus Committee, Papua New Guinea 
Department of Education. 

1976-79 Member of the High School English Syllabus Committee, Papua New Guinea Department of 
Education. 

1979-81 Committee member, Linguistic Society of Papua New Guinea. 

1982 Organised the First International Conference in Papuan Linguistics, Goroka, Papua New 
Guinea. 

1982 President, Linguistic Society of Papua New Guinea. 

5.2  Since arrival at The ANU 

1992- Associate editor, Oceanic Linguistics. 

1991 (June) Acted as consultant to a number of linguist/translator teams working in Austronesian 
languages, Summer Institute of Linguistics branch headquarters, Ukarumpa, Papua New 
Guinea 

1992 (August) Acted as consultant to a number of linguist/translator teams working in Austronesian 
languages, Summer Institute of Linguistics branch headquarters, Ukarumpa, Papua New 
Guinea. 

1993- International Linguistic Advisor, Summer Institute of Linguistics. 

1993- Member of the Scientific Advisory Board, Lincom Europa Publishers, Munich. 

1996-2000 Member, School Committee, South Pacific School of the Summer Institute of Linguistics, 
Kangaroo Ground (Melbourne). 

1991 (April) Acted as consultant to a number of linguist/translator teams working in Austronesian 
languages, Summer Institute of Linguistics branch headquarters, Ukarumpa, Papua New 
Guinea 

1997- Member, Editorial Board, Asian Linguistics series, Curzon Press. 

2000-2001 Vice-President, Australian Linguistic Society 

2001 (September) Organised Annual Meeting of the Australian Linguistic Society, Ursula College. 

2002 (January) Contributed substantially to the organisation of two conferences held end-to-end, the 
Ninth International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics and the Fifth International 
Conference on Oceanic Linguistics, at Ursula College. 

2003- Member, Academic Advisory Group, South Pacific School of the Summer Institute of 
Linguistics, Kangaroo Ground (Melbourne). 

2003-2009 Member, Nominating Committee, International Society for Historical Linguistics. 

2004- Member of the Editorial Board, Journal of Language Contact  
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2009–2011 Chair, Nominating Committee, International Society for Historical Linguistics. 

5.3  Local community activities 

1984-87 Chairman, School Board, O’Connor Christian School, Canberra. 

1987 Committee member,  Parents and Citizens Association, Lake Ginninderra College, Canberra. 

1989-93 Elder, O’Connor Uniting Church, Canberra. 

1991-93 Educational consultant to the School Board, O’Connor Christian School, Canberra. 

1994-2002 Elder (director) and member of executive, Grace Christian Fellowship, Canberra. 

 

6. Publications and other writings 
6.1  Publications  other than reviews 

(More important publications are marked with an asterisk.) 

1975 Skul bilong kirapim ples.  Yagl-Ambu  2:148-157. 

1975 Teaching the present perfect.  English in Papua New Guinea 14:47-53. 

1978 [Malcolm Ross with John Natu Paol] A Waskia grammar sketch and vocabulary. Pacific 
Linguistics, B-56. vi + 119 pp. (The analysis and authorship were Ross’; Paol was a native 
speaker of Waskia and a very active consultant.) 

1979 Using a reading passage to present grammatical structures, Regional English Language 
Centre Journal,  Supplement 3. 

1980 Some elements of Vanimo, a New Guinea tone language.  Pacific Linguistics,  A-56:77-109. 

1982 Aspect-marking in New Ireland: towards a historical reconstruction.  In: Rainer Carle, M. 
Heinschke, P.W. Pink, C. Rost and K. Stadtlander, eds,  Gava’: studies in Austronesian 
languages and cultures dedicated to Hans Kähler.  Berlin: Dietrich Reimer. Pp. 173-196. 

1982 The development of the verb phrase in the Oceanic languages of the Bougainville region.  
In: Amran Halim, Lois Carrington and S.A. Wurm, eds, Papers from the Third International 
Conference on Austronesian Linguistics, vol.1: Currents in Oceanic.  PL, C-74: 1-57. 

1984 Current use and expansion of Tok Pisin: effects of Tok Pisin on some vernacular languages.  
In: S.A. Wurm and P. Mühlhäusler,  eds, Handbook of Tok Pisin (New Guinea Pidgin).  
Pacific Linguistics,  C-61: 539-556. 

1984 Maisin: a preliminary sketch.  Pacific Linguistics  A-69:1-82. 

1986 A genetic classification of Oceanic languages in Bougainville and the western Solomons.  
In: Paul Geraghty, Lois Carrington and S.A. Wurm, eds,  FOCAL II: papers from the Fourth 
International Conference on Austronesian Linguistics.  Pacific Linguistics  C-94:175-200. 

1987 A contact-induced morphosyntactic change in the Bel languages of Papua New Guinea.  In: 
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D.C. Laycock and W. Winter (eds.) A world of language. Pacific Linguistics C-100: 583-
601. 

1988 Proto Oceanic and the Austronesian languages of western Melanesia.  Pacific Linguistics  
C-98. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

1989 Early Oceanic linguistic prehistory: a reassessment. Journal of Pacific History 24: 135-149. 

1989 Proto Oceanic consonant grade and Milke’s *nj.  In: Ray Harlow & Robin Hooper  (eds) 
VICAL 1: Oceanic languages. Papers from the Fifth International Conference on 
Austronesian Linguistics.  Auckland: New Zealand Linguistic Society. Pp. 433-495. 

1991 Refining Guy’s sociolinguistic types of language change. Diachronica 8: 119-129. 

1991 How conservative are sedentary languages? Evidence from western Melanesia. In: Robert 
Blust (ed) Currents in Pacific Linguistics: Papers on Austronesian languages and 
ethnolinguistics in honour of George W. Grace. Pacific Linguistics C-117, pp. 443-451. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

1992 (editor) Papers in Austronesian Linguistics No. 2. Pacific Linguistics A-82. Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics. 

1992 The sound of Proto-Austronesian: an outsider’s view of the Formosan evidence. Oceanic 
Linguistics 31: 23-64. 

1992 The position of Gumawana among the languages of the Papuan Tip cluster. Language and 
Linguistics in Melanesia, 23: 139-165. 

1992 [Malcolm Ross and T.E. Dutton] A note on Hees’ ‘Tolai-Nakanai’ trade language. Language 
and Linguistics in Melanesia, 23: 198-204. (Dutton provided the archival data, Ross the 
synchronic data and the analysis, and drafted the paper.) 

1992 Doing linguistics with Icon. NOAM: Notes on Apple Macintosh  2.2: 16-19, 22. 

1993 [T.E. Dutton, M.D.Ross and D.T. Tryon] The Language Game: Papers in memory of D.C. 
Laycock. Pacific Linguistics C-110. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. (Editors made equal 
contributions; their names were listed alphabetically.) 

1993 The sources of Austronesian lexical items in Tok Pisin. In: Dutton. Tryon and Ross, eds, 
361-384. 

1993 Tonogenesis in the North Huon Gulf chain. In: Jerold A. Edmondson and Kenneth J. 
Gregerson (eds) Tonality in Austronesian languages. Oceanic Linguistics Special 
Publication. No 24. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, pp. 133-153. 

1993 (editor) Topics in the description of Kiriwina by Ralph Lawton. Pacific Linguistics D-84. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

1993 [Andrew Pawley and Malcolm Ross] Austronesian historical linguistics and culture history. 
Annual Review of Anthropology 22: 425-459. (Both authors wrote sections and edited each 
other’s work.) 

1994 [M.D. and I.B. Ross] As clever as ever? The Canberra Linguist 24/2: 14-19. 
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1994 Describing inter-clausal relations in Takia. In: G.P. Reesink (ed.), Topics in descriptive 
Austronesian linguistics. Semaian 11. Leiden: Vakgroep Talen en Culturen van Zuidoost-
Azië en Oceanië, Rijksuniversiteit te Leiden, pp. 40-85. 

1994 Areal phonological features in north central New Ireland.  In: Tom Dutton and D.T. Tryon 
(eds) Language contact and change in the Austronesian world. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, 
pp. 551-572. 

1994 [Andrew Pawley and Malcolm Ross, eds] Austronesian terminologies: continuity and 
change. Pacific Linguistics C-127. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics.  

1994 Central Papuan culture history: some lexical evidence. In: Pawley and Ross eds, 389-479. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

1995 Some current issues in Austronesian linguistics. In: D.T. Tryon  (ed.) Comparative 
Austronesian Dictionary. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, Part 1, pp. 45-120. 

1995 [Barbara F. Grimes, Joseph E. Grimes, Charles E. Grimes, Malcolm Ross and Darrell T. 
Tryon] Listing of Austronesian languages. In: D.T. Tryon  (ed.) Comparative Austronesian 
Dictionary. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, Part 1, pp. 121-279. (Ross contributed the 
subgrouping of Oceanic languages and deleted duplicate entries.}  

1995 Takia. In:  D.T. Tryon  (ed.) Comparative Austronesian Dictionary. Berlin: Mouton de 
Gruyter, Part 1, pp. 677-685. 

1995 Yabem. In: D.T. Tryon  (ed.) Comparative Austronesian Dictionary. Berlin: Mouton de 
Gruyter, Part 1, pp. 699-718. 

1995 [Craig Throop and Malcolm Ross] Kaulong. In: D.T. Tryon  (ed.) Comparative 
Austronesian Dictionary. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, Part 1, pp. 719-726. (An 8-page 
introduction by Ross and a 2000-entry wordlist provided by Throop, edited by Ross.) 

1995 [R. David Zorc and Malcolm Ross] A glossary of Austronesian reconstructions, In: Tryon, 
D.T., ed., 1995.  Comparative Austronesian Dictionary. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter, Part 1, 
Fascicle 2, pp. 1106-1197. (Ross edited Zorc’s reconstructions.) 

1995 The great Papuan pronoun hunt: recalibrating our sights. In Connie Baak, Mary Bakker and 
Dick van der Meij (eds) Tales from a concave world: liber amicorum Bert Voorhoeve. 
Leiden: Department of Languages and Cultures of South-East Asia and Oceania, Leiden 
University, pp. 139-168. 

1995 [Andrew Pawley and Malcolm Ross] The prehistory of Oceanic languages: a current view. 
In: Peter Bellwood, James Fox and Darrell Tryon eds. The Austronesians: historical and 
comparative perspectives, pp. 39-74. Canberra: Department of Anthropology, Research 
School of Pacific and Asian Studies, The Australian National University. (Both authors 
wrote sections and edited each other’s work.) 

1995 [S.A. Wurm, T.E. Dutton, S. Holzknecht and M. Ross] Namen in Neu-Guinea. In 
Namensforschung — Proper Name Studies — Les noms propres. (Handbücher zur Sprach- 
und Kommunikationswissenschaft), vol 1: 935-938. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. (Wurm 
edited the article and wrote the introduction. The other three authors provided sections on 
naming in languages with which they were familiar.) 
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1995 Reconstructing Proto-Austronesian verbal morphology: evidence from Taiwan. In Paul Jen-
kuei Li, Dah-an Ho, Ying-kuei Huang and Cheng-hwa Tsang eds. Austronesian studies 
relating to Taiwan, 727-791. Symposium Series of the Institute of History and Philology, 
Academia Sinica, No. 4. Taipei: Institute of History and Philology, Academia Sinica. 

1995 Proto Oceanic terms for meteorological phenomena. Oceanic Linguistics 34:261-304. 

1995 Diachronic typology and changing paradigms in historical linguistics: a review article of 
Johanna Nichols’ Linguistic diversity in space and time. Language and linguistics in 
Melanesia. 26:173-193. 

1996 (editor) Languages of New Britain and New Ireland. 1: Austronesian languages of the North 
New Guinea Cluster in northwestern New Britain.  Pacific Linguistics C-135. Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics. 

1996 [Mark Durie and Malcolm Ross, eds]  The comparative method reviewed: regularity and 
irregularity in language change. New York: Oxford University Press. 

 1996 [Malcolm Ross and Mark Durie] Introduction, In Durie and Ross, eds, 3-38. (Ross wrote all 
of it.) 

1996 Contact-induced change and the comparative method: cases from Papua New Guinea. In 
Durie and Ross, eds, 180-217. 

1996 [Compiled by Malcolm Ross] On the origin of the term “Malayo-Polynesian”. Oceanic 
Linguistics 35:143-145. (Squib written on the basis of Ross’ research and others e-mail 
contributions.) 

1996 Pottery terms in Proto Oceanic. In Janet Davidson, Geoffrey Irwin, Foss Leach, Andrew 
Pawley, and Dorothy Brown (ed.), Oceanic culture history: essays in honour of Roger 
Green, 67-82. Wellington: New Zealand Journal of Archaeology. 

1996 On the genetic affiliations of the Oceanic languages of Irian Jaya. Oceanic Linguistics 35. 

1996 Is Yapese Oceanic? In Bernd Nothofer (ed.), Reconstruction, Classification, Description. 
Festschrift in Honor of Isidore Dyen. Hamburg: Verlag Meyer & Co. 

1996 Mission and church languages in Papua New Guinea. In S.A. Wurm, P. Mühlhäusler and 
D.T. Tryon (eds) Atlas of  languages of intercultural communication in the Pacific, Asia, 
and the Americas. 3 vols. Map 60 and 2.1: 595-617 Trends in Linguistics, Documentation 
13.  Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

1996 Reconstructing food plant terms and associated terminologies in Proto Oceanic. In John 
Lynch and Fa’afo Pat (eds), Oceanic studies: proceedings of the First International 
Conference on Oceanic Linguistics, 163-221. Pacific Linguistics C-133. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

1997 Comment on ‘The dimensions of social life in the Pacific’ by J.E. Terrell, T.L. Hunt and C. 
Gosden. Current Anthropology 38: 182-184. 

1997 Social networks and kinds of speech community event. Roger M. Blench & Matthew 
Spriggs (eds), Archaeology and language, vol. 1: Theoretical and methodological 
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orientations, 209-261.  London: Routledge. 

1998 Proto-Oceanic adjectival categories and their morphosyntax. Oceanic Linguistics 37:85-119. 

1998 Possessive-like attribute constructions in the Oceanic languages of northwest Melanesia. 
Oceanic Linguistics 37:234-276. 

1998 [Malcolm Ross, Andrew Pawley and Meredith Osmond, eds] The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: 
The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 1: Material culture. Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics. (See below.) 

1998 [Malcolm Ross , Andrew Pawley , and Meredith Osmond] Introduction. In: Ross, Pawley 
and Osmond, eds, 1-14.  

1998 Proto Oceanic phonology and morphology. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds, 15-35. 

1998 [Meredith Osmond and Malcolm Ross] Household artefacts. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, 
eds, 67-114. 1998 (Malcolm Ross, Ross Clark and Meredith Osmond) Acts of impact, 
force and change of state. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds,  233-295. (Ross wrote the 
chapter, based on his own research and on data compiled by him and his co-authors.) 

1998 Sequencing and dating linguistic events in Oceania: the linguistics/archaeology interface. In 
Roger M. Blench & Matthew Spriggs (eds), Archaeology and language, vol. 2, Correlating 
archaeological and linguistic hypotheses, 141-173. London: Routledge. 

2000 Proto Oceanic adjectival morphology: the suffix -[k]a. In Steven Roger Fischer and 
Wolfgang B. Sperlich, eds, Leo Pasifika: Proceedings of the Fourth International 
Conference on Oceanic Linguistics, 326-342. Auckland: The Institute of Polynesian 
Languages and Literatures. 

2001 Contact-induced change in Oceanic languages in north-west Melanesia. In: Alexandra 
Aikhenvald and R.M.W. Dixon eds, Areal diffusion and genetic inheritance: problems in 
comparative linguistics, 134-166. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

2001 [Andrew Pawley , Malcolm Ross and Darrell Tryon, eds] The boy from Bundaberg: studies 
in Melanesian linguistics in honour of Tom Dutton. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. (Editors 
shared the work and are named in alphabetical order.) 

2001 Is there an East Papuan phylum? Evidence from pronouns. In: Pawley, Ross and Tryon eds, 
301-321. 

2001 Proto Oceanic *i, *qi and *-ki. In Joel Bradshaw and Kenneth L. Rehg, eds, Issues in 
Austronesian morphology: a focusschrift for Byron W. Bender, 259-278. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

2001 [Bethwyn Evans and Malcolm Ross] The history of Proto-Oceanic *ma-. Oceanic 
Linguistics 40:269-290. (Each author contributed about half. Ross initiated the paper. Evans 
was one of his PhD scholars.) 

2002 [John Lynch, Malcolm Ross and Terry Crowley] The Oceanic languages. Richmond, 
Surrey: Curzon Press.  

2002 [Fay Wouk and Malcolm Ross, eds] The historical and typological development of western 
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Austronesian voice systems. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics 

2002 The history and transitivity of western Austronesian voice and voice-marking. In: Wouk and 
Ross, eds, 17-62. 

2002 Final words: research themes in the history and typology of western Austronesian languages. 
In: Wouk and Ross, eds, 451-474. 

2003 Diagnosing contact-induced change. In: Raymond Hickey ed., Motives for language change, 
174 –198. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

2003 [Andrew Pawley , Malcolm Ross and Meredith Osmond] The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The 
culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 2: The physical world. Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics.  

2003 [Meredith Osmond, Andrew Pawley and Malcolm Ross] Landscape. In: Pawley, Ross and 
Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral 
Oceanic society. 2: The physical world. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2003 Meteorological phenomena. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto 
Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 2: The physical world, 
115-148. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2003 Properties of inanimate objects. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto 
Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 2: The physical world, 
187-220. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2003 Talking about space: terms of location and direction. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. 
The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 2: 
The physical world, 221-284. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2003 Time. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and 
environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 2: The physical world, 285-325. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

2003 Squib: Typology and language families: a comment on Klamer’s “Typical features of 
Austronesian languages in Central/Eastern Indonesia”.Oceanic Linguistics 42:506–510.  

2004 The morphosyntactic typology of Oceanic languages. Language and Linguistics 5:491–541. 

2004 The grammaticization of directional verbs in Oceanic languages. In: Isabelle Bril and 
Françoise Ozanne-Rivierre, eds, Complex predicates in Oceanic languages: Studies in the 
dynamics of binding and boundness, 297–330. Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

2004 Typologie morpho-syntaxique des langues océaniennes. In Elizabeth Zeitoun, ed. , Les 
langues austronésiennes, 71–86. Paris: Ophrys. 

2004 Aspects of deixis in Takia. In: Gunter Senft ed., Deixis and demonstratives in Oceanic 
languages, 15–36. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2004 Demonstratives, local nouns and directionals in Oceanic languages: a diachronic 
perspective. In: Gunter Senft ed., Deixis and demonstratives in Oceanic languages, 175–
204. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 
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2004 Notes on the prehistory and internal subgrouping of Malayic. In: John Bowden  and 
Nikolaus P. Himmelmann eds, Papers in Austronesian subgrouping and dialectology, 97–
109. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2005 [Malcolm Ross and Stacy Fang-ching Teng] Clause constructions in Nanwang Puyuma. 
Concentric: Studies in Linguistics. 31: 119–158. 

2005 The morphology of some Oceanic plant names. In: Claudia Gross, Harriet D. Lyons and 
Dorothy A. Counts, eds., A Polymath Anthropologist: Essays in Honour of Ann Chowning, 
197–204. Research in Anthropology and Linguistics Monograph Series Vol. 6.. 

2005 [Malcolm Ross and Stacy Fang-ching Teng] Formosan languages and linguistic typology. 
Language and Linguistics 6: 739–781. 

2005 [Wayan Arka and Malcolm Ross, eds] The many faces of Austronesian voice systems: some 
new empirical studies. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2005 Pronouns as a preliminary diagnostic for grouping Papuan languages. In: Andrew Pawley, 
Robert Attenborough, Robin Hide and Jack Golson, eds,  Papuan pasts: cultural, linguistic 
and biological histories of Papuan-speaking peoples, 15–65. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2005 The Batanic languages in relation to the early history of the Malayo-Polynesian subgroup of 
Austronesian. Journal of Austronesian Studies 1.2:1–24. 

2005 Towards a reconstruction of the history of tone in the Trans New Guinea family. In Shigeki 
Kaji, ed., Proceedings of the Symposium Crosslinguistic Studies of Tonal Phenomena: 
Historical development, tone-syntax interface, and descriptive studies, 3–31. Tokyo: 
Research Institute for Languages and Cultures of Asia and Africa, Tokyo University of 
Foreign Studies. 

2006 Formosan languages. In Keith Brown, ed., Encyclopedia of language and linguistics. 2nd 
edition, 4:587–590. Oxford: Elsevier. 

2006 Language families and linguistic diversity. In Keith Brown, ed., Encyclopedia of language 
and linguistics. 2nd edition, 6:499–508. Oxford: Elsevier. 

2006 Malayo-Polynesian languages. In Keith Brown, ed., Encyclopedia of language and 
linguistics. 2nd edition, 7:457–462. Oxford: Elsevier. 

2006 Metatypy. In Keith Brown, ed., Encyclopedia of language and linguistics.2nd edition, 8: 95–
99. Oxford: Elsevier. 

2006 Reconstructing the case-marking and personal pronoun systems of Proto Austronesian. In 
Henry Y. Chang and Lillian M. Huang and Dah-an Ho, eds, Streams Converging into an 
Ocean: Festschrift in Honor of Professor Paul Jen-kuei Li on His 70th Birthday, 521-564. 
Taipei: Institute of Linguistics, Academia Sinica. 

2007 Calquing and metatypy. Journal of Language Contact, Thema 1:116–143. http://www.jlc-
journal.org/ 

2007 Two kinds of locative construction in Oceanic languages: a robust distinction. In Jeff Siegel, 
John Lynch and Diane Eades, eds, Language Description, History and Development: 



Malcolm Ross, curriculum vitae, 14/08/09, page 19 
 

Linguistic Indulgence in Memory of Terry Crowley, 281–295. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 

2007 [Michael Dunn and Malcolm Ross] Is Kazukuru really non-Austronesian? Oceanic 
Linguistics 46:210–231. 

2007 [Malcolm Ross and Åshild Næss] An Oceanic Origin for Äiwoo, the Language of the Reef 
Islands? Oceanic Linguistics 46:456-498. 

2008 A history of metatypy in the Bel languages. Journal of Language Contact: Thema 2:149–
164. http://www.jlc-journal.org/ 

2008 [Alicia Sanchez-Mazas, Roger Blench, Malcolm Ross, Ilia Peiros and Marie Lin, eds] Past 
human migrations in East Asia: Matching archaeology, linguistics and genetics. London: 
Routledge. 

2008 [Roger Blench, Malcolm Ross and Alicia Sanchez-Mazas] Methodological issues: linking 
genetic, linguistic and archaeological evidence, 3–19. In: Alicia Sanchez-Mazas et al. (eds), 
Past human migrations in East Asia: Matching archaeology, linguistics and genetics. 
London: Routledge. 

2008 The integrity of the Austronesian language family: from Taiwan to Oceania. In: Alicia 
Sanchez-Mazas et al. (eds), Past human migrations in East Asia: Matching archaeology, 
linguistics and genetics, 161–181. London: Routledge. 

2008 Negative verbal clause constructions in Puyuma: exploring constructional disharmony. In 
Alexander Bergs and Gabriele Diewald, eds, Constructions and language change, 171–193. 
Berlin: Mouton de Gruyter. 

2008  [Malcolm Ross, Andrew Pawley and Meredith Osmond] The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The 
culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

2008 Wild plants of the coastal strand. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto 
Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants, 129-172. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Wild plants of the mangrove swamp. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of 
Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants, 173-
183. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Wild plants of primary lowland tropical rain forest. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The 
lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: 
Plants, 185-236. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Wild plants of secondary lowland rain forest and grassland. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, 
eds. The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic 
society. 3: Plants, 237-254. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Staple foods: root crops, bananas, breadfruit and sago. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. 
The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: 
Plants, 255-292. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 
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2008 Green vegetables and figs. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto 
Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants, 293-310. 
Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Nut and fruit trees. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The 
culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants, 311-353. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

2008 [Malcolm Ross and Bethwyn Evans] The coconut palm. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. 
The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: 
Plants, 355-387. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Other cultivated plants. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: 
The culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants, 389-426. Canberra: 
Pacific Linguistics. 

2008 Concluding notes. In: Ross, Pawley and Osmond, eds. The lexicon of Proto Oceanic: The 
culture and environment of ancestral Oceanic society. 3: Plants, 427-436. Canberra: Pacific 
Linguistics. 

2009 Proto Austronesian verbal morphology: A reappraisal. In Alexander Adelaar and Andrew 
Pawley (eds), Austronesian historical linguistics and culture history: a festschrift for Robert 
Blust. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

Forthcoming Loanwords in Takia, an Oceanic language of Papua New Guinea. In Martin Haspelmath and 
Uri Tadmor, eds, Loanwords in the World's Languages: A Comparative Handbook. Berlin: 
Mouton de Gruyter. 

Forthcoming Takia vocabulary, In Martin Haspelmath and Uri Tadmor, eds, World Loanword 
Database.Munich: Max Planck Digital Library, 1218 word entries. 
<http//www.loanwords.info/Takia> 

Forthcoming A preliminary analysis of East Kewa tone. In Kenneth McElhanon and Ger Reesink, eds, A 
mosaic of language and culture: Celebrations of the academic career of Karl Franklin. 
Summer Institute of Linguistics. 

Forthcoming Lexical history in the Northwest Solomonic languages. In John Bowden and Nikolaus 
Himmelmann, eds, A Journey through Austronesian and Papuan linguistic and cultural 
space: Papers in honour of Andrew K. Pawley. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

Forthcoming [Peter Bellwood, Malcolm Ross, Geoff Chambers and Hung Hsiao-chun]. Are "Cultures" 
inherited? Multidisciplinary perspectives on the origins and migrations of Austronesian-
speaking peoples prior to 1000 BC. In: Ben Roberts and Marc Vander Linden (eds), 
Investigating Archaeological Cultures: Material Culture, Variability and Transmission. 
Springer. 

Forthcoming Clues to the linguistic situation in Near Oceania before agriculture. In: Tom Gueldemann, 
Patrick McConvell and Richard A. Rhodes (eds), The languages of hunter-gatherers: global 
and historical perspectives. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 

In prep. [Meredith Osmond, Andrew Pawley and Malcolm Ross]  Membership and subgrouping  of 
the Trans New Guinea phylum. In Andrew Pawley, Malcolm Ross and Meredith Osmond, 
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eds, Papuan languages and the Trans New Guinea phylum. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

In prep. Defining the Trans New Guinea family: preliminary evidence from pronouns. In Andrew  
Pawley, Malcolm Ross and Meredith Osmond, eds, Papuan languages and the Trans New 
Guinea phylum. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

In prep. Pronouns as preliminary evidence for grouping Papuan languages. In Andrew  Pawley, 
Malcolm Ross and Meredith Osmond, eds, Papuan languages and the Trans New Guinea 
phylum. Canberra: Pacific Linguistics. 

 

6.2  Reviews 

1976 Review: Education in Papua New Guinea, by Geoffrey Smith.  Comparative Education 
Review 20:252-255. 

1978 Review article: The Tigak language of New Ireland, by C.H. Beaumont. Kivung 11:184-192. 

1985 Review: Holle Lists: vocabularies in languages of Indonesia, volumes 1 and 2, edited by 
W.A.L. Stokhof.  Language and Linguistics in Melanesia 13:106-110. 

1987 Review: A grammar of Manam, by F. Lichtenberk.  Journal of the Polynesian Society.96: 
134-135. 

1987 Review: Kilivila: the language of the Trobriand Islanders, by G. Senft. Canberra 
Anthropology 10: 86-90 

1988 Review: The history of the Fijian languages, by Paul Geraghty. Language and Linguistics in 
Melanesia 17: 161-165. 

1989 Review: Studies in Austronesian linguistics, edited by R. McGinn. Asian Studies Association 
Review 13. 

1992 Review: Pacific Island Languages: essays in honour of G.B. Milner, edited by J.H.C.S. 
Davidson.  Language and Linguistics in Melanesia  23: 68-73. 

1995 Review: Sprachkontakt und Sprachwandel im Baskenland, by Martin Haase. Linguistics 33: 
618-624. 

1995 Review: The formation of Afrikaans, by Paul T. Roberge. Notes on Linguistics 70: 52-55. 

1996 Review: Germano-European: breaking the sound law, by Tony D. Griffen. Notes on 
Linguistics 73: 42-49. 

1996 Review: The Yoruba koiné–its history and linguistic innovations, by J. Gbenga Fagborun. 
Notes on Linguistics 75: 47-51. 

1998 Review: Language change in child and adult Hebrew by Dorit Diskin Ravid. Notes on 
Linguistics 80: 52-55. 

1998 Review: The Nalik language of New Ireland, Papua New Guinea, by Craig Volker. Oceanic 
Linguistics 37:366-374. 
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1999 Review: Linguistic Reconstruction and Typology, ed. Jacek Fisiak, and Linguistic Typology, 
Universality and the Realism of Reconstruction, by Frederick W. Schwink. Linguistic 
Typology 3:134-144. 

2000 Review: Selected papers from the Eighth International Conference on Austronesian 
Linguistics, ed. Elizabeth Zeitoun and Paul Jen-kuei Li. Oceanic Linguistics 39:445-455. 

2001 Review: Diachronic syntax: models and mechanisms. ed. Susan Pintzuk, George Tsoulas 
and Anthony Warner (Oxford University Press). Linguist List 12.1886, 24th July. 

2003 [John Bowden and Malcolm Ross]  Review essay: Trilingual dictionary of Lamaholot 
(Indonesia) [Review: Koda kiwã: dreisprachliches Wörterbuch des Lamaholot (Dialekt von 
Lewolema), by Karl-Heinz Pampus. Stuttgart: Deutsche Morgenländische Gesellschaft/Franz 
Steiner Verlag, 1999.] Asia–Pacific Journal of Anthropology 4:143–149. 

2003 Review: Serial verbs in Oceanic: A descriptive typology, by Terry Crowley.  Journal of the 
Polynesian Society 112:409–413. 

2004 Book notice: Linguistic epidemiology: Semantics and grammar of language contact in 
mainland Southeast Asia, by N. J. Enfield. Language 80:884–885. 

2004 Book notice: Paiwan-Wörterbuch: Paiwan–Deutsch, Deutsch–Paiwan, by Hans Egli. 
Language 80:884. 

2005 Book notice: Javanese grammar for students (revised edition). By Stuart Robson. Language 
81:1019. 

2005 Review: Otto Dempwolff’s Grammar of the Jabêm language in New Guinea, translated by 
Joel Bradshaw and Francisc Czobor. Anthropological Linguistics 47:447–450. 

2006 Review: Tobelo. by Gary Holton (Lincom Europe). Linguist List 17.292, 27th January. 

2006 Review article: Examining the farming/language dispersal hypothesis. Ed. by Peter 
Bellwood and Colin Renfrew. Cambridge: McDonald Institute of Archaeological Research, 
2002. Language 82:628–648. 

2007 Book notice: A formal–functional analysis of language, with an application to Ibanag. By 
Eugene Verstraelen SVD. Language 83:475. 

2009 Review: 10-ICAL historical–comparative papers. Ed. By David Mead. Oceanic Linguistics 
48:274–286. 

2009 Review: Language and text in the Austronesian World: Studies in honour of Ülo Sirk. Edited 
by Yury A. Lander and Alexander K. Ogloblin. Linguist List. 
(http://linguistlist.org/issues/20/20-1943.html) 

Forthcoming Book notice: Language contacts in prehistory: Studies in stratigraphy. Ed. by Henning 
Andersen. eLanguage. 

Forthcoming Book notice:  Germanic tone accents: Proceedings of the First International Workshop on 
Franconian Tone Accents, Leiden, 13–14 June 2003. Ed. by Michiel de Vaan. eLanguage. 

Forthcoming Book notice:  English intonation: An introduction. By J.C. Wells. eLanguage. 
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Forthcoming Book notice: Language choice and identity politics in Taiwan. By Jennifer M. Wei. 
eLanguage. 

 

6.3  Dissertations 

1963 Medieval political  and satirical verse.  B.A. (Hons.) dissertation, Department of English, 
University of Bristol. 

1972 German, Russian and communist elements in education in East Germany. M.Litt., (Ed.) 
dissertation, School of Education, University of Bristol. 

1986 Proto Oceanic and the Austronesian languages of western Melanesia.  Ph.D. dissertation, 
Department of Linguistics, The Australian National University. 

6.4  Unpublished papers 

1977 Relationships of the Austronesian languages of the Sepik and western Madang coast of New 
Guinea.  Mimeo. University of Papua New Guinea. 

1978 A decentralised university?  Paper presented to the Waigani Seminar, Port Moresby. 

1978 The analysis of interactive discourse and its relation to functional language teaching.  Paper 
presented to the Twelfth Annual Congress of the Linguistic Society of Papua New Guinea. 

1979 Reconstructing Proto-Central Papuan.  Mimeo.  University of Papua New Guinea. 

1979 The Austronesian languages of Papua: towards a family tree.  Mimeo.  University of Papua 
New Guinea. 

1981 The dialects of Sinagoro and Keapara.  Typescript.  The Australian National University. 

1981 Morpheme substitution and language function.  Typescript.  The Australian National 
University. 

1981 Proto-Oceanic from the top down.  Mimeo.  University of Papua New Guinea. 

1983 The genetic relationships of the Austronesian languages of Papua.  Paper presented to the 
Austronesian Symposium of the Fifteenth Pacific Science Congress, Dunedin. 

1981 The role of phonological theories in language reconstruction.  Seminar paper, Department of 
Linguistics RSPacS, The Australian National University. 

1981 Proto Central Papuan morphosyntax.  Computer print-out, Department of Linguistics, 
RSPacS, The Australian National University. 

1989 Early Austronesian settlement in the Pacific: linguistic evidence. Submitted to Sovetskaja 
etnografiya  (no response received). 

1999 Exploring metatypy: How does contact-induced typological change come about? Text of 
keynote talk to the Annual Conference of the Australian Linguistic Society, Perth, 1999. 
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